
2021

!  1

U.S. HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

BOĞAZİÇİMUN



2021

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

BOĞAZİÇİ UNIVERSITY MODEL UNITED NATIONS 2021 CONFERENCE 

A) Roles within the U.S. House of Representatives 

President Chair: Speaker of the House 

Academic Assistant: Clerk of the House/Speaker of the House Pro Tempore  

Committee Director: Speaker of the House Pro Tempore/Clerk of the House  

Delegates: Representatives 

Relevant Organizational Team Member: Sergeant-at-Arms 

B) Chronology of the First Session 

1. Prayer by the Chaplain of the House. 

2. Administration of the Oath of Office and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Setting of the Agenda Item. 

4. Moving with the General Debate  

C) Special Features of U.S. House of Representatives  

1. Prayers 

Prayers are offered by the Chaplain of the House at the beginning of each day of 

business of the House, as the first thing in each day’s first session. The content of the 

praying is up to the chaplain, it can be purely religious or it can have political 

messages within.  

2. Quorum 

The Majority of all U.S. Representatives is required to start with the proceedings of 

the House. Quorum can be specifically challenged prior to a substantive voting 

procedure by a point of order.  
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3. Oath of Office 

Representatives shall take an oath of office before they begin their work. The 

Speaker of the House shall administer the oath, which reads: 

I, [REPRESENTATIVE NAME], do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support 

and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign 

and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take 

this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion, 

and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I 

am about to enter. So help me God. 

4. The Pledge of Allegiance 

The House shall recite the Pledge of Allegiance before legislative business, which 

reads: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the 

Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty 

and justice for all.  

Representatives are allowed not to recite the Pledge for any reason they wish.  

5. One-Minute Speeches  

Representatives may address the chamber about any topic by utilizing one-minute 

speeches. Only 10 representatives, 5 of them being in the majority and the other 5 

being in the minority, can be entertained for one-minute speeches in a single 

session. In order to be entertained, a chat message shall be sent to the Clerk of the 

House during session. At the beginning of every session, the Clerk of the House will 

declare the speakers for the one-minute speeches. The selection of the Clerk 

regarding these speeches is not up to appeal.  

6. Resolved House 

The Speaker of the House may declare the House resolved for the remainder of a 

session, replacing the activities of the chamber with those of the Committee of the 
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Whole. Once the House is resolved, the abilities of the House to introduce a new bill 

and to move to the previous question will be delayed until further notice by the 

Speaker. During this time, the Speaker may yield the moderation to the Clerk. The 

aim of resolving the House is to make the procedure more flexible for amending 

bills. During this time, the committee may draft recommendations for amendments 

which may be voted in an actual meeting of the House. At any time after the House 

has been resolved to Committee of the Whole, the current chair may on their own 

will move to transform the committee.  

7. Final Documents: 

Bills and Resolutions are the final documents produced by the House. While requiring 

the same procedures to pass, they serve different purposes. Bills are legally binding 

documents that either create new law or amend existing law, while resolutions serve 

to express the opinions of the House and do not create or amend the law.  

Bills shall begin with a title. For bills, the title shall commence with the words “An 

Act to.” Appropriate wording to convey the content and the purpose of the bill shall 

follow. For resolutions, the title shall be a short sentence outlying the content and 

the purpose of the resolution.  

The words “Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United States of America in Congress assembled,” shall precede the enacting 

clauses and the body of the bill. The words “In the House of Representatives” and 

the names of sponsors and co-sponsors of the resolution shall precede the enacting 

clauses and the body of the bill.  

Enacting clauses of the bill shall follow the title of the bill. The reasoning for passing 

the bill shall be explained in the enacting clauses. The enacting clauses shall begin 

with the words “ It is the Sense of Congress that:” and relevant sections of the bill 

shall follow.  

The enacting clauses shall be followed by the body of the bill. Substantive proposals 

in the bill shall be in the body.  
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Bills shall be sponsored by Representatives. The Representative to introduce a bill 

shall be called the sponsor of the bill. Other sponsors of the bill shall be called the 

co-sponsors of the bill.  

8. Motion for the suspension of the rules 

Representatives may introduce a motion to suspend the rules to cease debating on a 

bill and directly hold a vote on it any time after its introduction. These motions shall 

require a simple majority to pass. The Speaker of the House may overrule this 

motion. These overrides shall not be subject to appeal.  

9. Motion to move to the previous question 

Representatives may introduce a motion to move to the previous question to hold a 

vote on a bill. These motions shall require a simple majority to pass. After the 

adoption of this motion Representatives shall choose a way to hold a vote.  

10.Voice Vote 

If no other voting method is chosen the Speaker of the House shall ask the members 

in favor of the bill to say “Yea” and the members against the bill to say “Nay” and 

determine the result of the vote. A fifth of the members may object to the result of a 

vote and demand a recorded vote.  

11.Recorded Vote 

Recorded votes shall be held electronically over the Internet. The Speaker of the 

House shall provide a means for the Representatives to cast their votes and specify a 

time limit for them to vote. Representatives may also communicate their votes to the 

Clerk of the House using their voice or the video conferencing software’s messaging 

function.  
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