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BOĞAZİÇİ UNIVERSITY MODEL UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 2020 

HANDBOOK OF ORGANIZATION FOR AFRICAN UNITY 

J. General Rules 

ArEcle 42: Scope 

1. Organiza*on of African Unity (hereina6er referred as to “Organiza*on”) is a 

commi=ee in Boğaziçi University Model United Na*ons Conference 2020 

(BoğaziçiMUN 2020). 

2. The Organiza*on is procedurally bound to the Rules of Procedures of BoğaziçiMUN 

2020 unless otherwise stated. 

3. Procedural differences of the Organiza*on are reflected in this handbook. These 

addi*onal rules stated in this handbook is applicable to all formal proceedings of the 

Organiza*on. 

4. In any conflict between the Rules of Procedure of BoğaziçiMUN 2020 and this 

handbook, provisions in the handbook will be priori*zed. 

K. Rules Governing OrganizaEon Documents 

ArEcle 43: Working Papers 

1. Presidents may propose working papers for the considera*on of the Organiza*on. 

They are intended to direct and elaborate the discussion or to specify the posi*on of 

a certain President or Presidents. 

2. Working papers whether can be a result of an individual President’s effort or 

collec*vely prepared. Working papers can be formulated within the off sessions.  

3. Working papers do not need signatories to be presented to the Organiza*on. 

4. Working papers are not subject to document formaYng rules. 

5. Working papers are not official documents but they s*ll need to be signed by the 

Director.  

6. Working papers may be copied and distributed to the whole Organiza*on at the 

discre*on of the Organiza*on Directors. Decision taken by Organiza*on Directors 

regarding this issue is not appealable.  

7. An approved working paper needs a mo*on to be introduced to the Organiza*on, yet 

the mo*on shall not be put on vote. 

8. Working Papers shall not be voted upon. 
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ArEcle 44: Final Documents of the OrganizaEon  

1. Five different types of documents shall be eligible for being the final documents of 

the Organiza*on Agenda: Personal Direc-ve, Joint Direc-ve, Organiza-on Direc-ve, 

Press Release and Communique.  

- Personal Direc-ves are direc*ves issued by individual without being checked 

by the Board in order to exercise their autonomous power to accomplish a 

task of their choosing and actualize the implementa*ons of the decisions 

taken.  

- Joint Direc-ves are direc*ves issued by Member Countries joined together 

with being checked by the Board. Joint Direc*ves are not subject to purview 

of the board or the other Presidents in the Organiza*on.  

- Organiza-on Direc-ve is a direc*ve which aims to be subject to purview of 

the Organiza*on. This document has right to detail an ac*on and its specifics 

in order to have the ac*on carried out.  

- Press Releases are documents with the wri*ng purpose of informing public 

regarding the issues taken into hand at the sessions.  

- Communique is the very final document of the Organiza*on issued by all the 

Member Countries of North Atlan*c Organiza*on in order to inform the world 

about the decisions decided to be implemented, and general view of the 

mee*ng.  

a. Rules of Parliamentary Procedure shall apply to all forms of final documents unless 

otherwise is explicitly provided. 

b. No document other than the ones specified in this Rules of Parliamentary Procedure 

Handbook can be dra6ed. 

ArEcle 45: DraX Documents 

1. Three different types final of documents shall be eligible for dra6ing concerning the 

Organiza*on Agenda; Organiza-on Direc-ve, Press Release and Communique. 

2. The role each Member State will be required to fulfil if the document is adopted, 

must be specified individually in the documents. In the event that there is an 

objec*on among the Members, the Organiza*on is encouraged to change the role 

taking Members within the document to preserve consensus. 

3. The Organiza*on Staff and the Secretariat holds the right to disapprove a document. 
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4. A dra6 document may be introduced when it is approved by the Director and signed 

by one-fourth of the number of Presidents that are present and vo*ng at the 

beginning of the Organiza*on session. Signing a dra6 document does not 

automa*cally amount to support the document, but it just indicates the will of the 

signatory President to bring that document on the floor. There are no official 

sponsors of documents.  

5. Introducing either pre-wri=en documents prior to the Organiza*on sessions or 

documents that are formulated by other Presidents outside the Organiza*on is 

strictly forbidden and will not receive the approval of the Director. All the documents 

presented will be scanned against plagiarism.  

6. Consensus shall be required in order to adopt a Press Release, Organiza-on Direc-ve 

and the Communique in the Organiza*on. 

ArEcle 46: Introducing a DraX Document 

1. A6er the approval of the Directors or the Secretariat, dra6 document shall be 

distributed to all Presidents of the Organiza*on before it can be presented on the 

floor. 

2. A mo*on to introduce a dra6 document, Organiza*on Direc*ve, Press Release or the 

Communique, requires a simple majority to pass.  

3. Once the mo*on to introduce a dra6 document passes Director of the Organiza*on 

shall introduce the document to the House. This is introduc*on is a procedural ma=er 

thus, it shall be limited to reading the clauses of the document.  

4. The introduced dra6 document is considered to be a separate agenda item, and a 

new Speakers’ List should be established. 

5. A dra6 document remains on the floor un*l debate on that specific dra6 document is 

postponed or closed. 

6. Debate on dra6 documents proceeds according to the Speakers’ List. 

ArEcle 47: AdopEon of a Document 

1. As a general rule, dra6 Press Release, dra6 Organiza*on Direc*ve and the dra6 

Communique of the Organiza*on require consensus of the Presidents to be adopted. 

2. Once a document has been adopted by the Organiza*on, no other substan*ally 

contradictory document may be addressed in the House. 
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ArEcle 48: Competence 

1. A mo*on to ques*on the competence of the Organiza*on to discuss a communique 

or amendment is in order only immediately a6er the dra6 document has been 

introduced. 

2. This mo*on needs a simple majority to pass and is debatable to the extent of one 

speaker for and one against. 

3. If the mo*on to ques*on the competence of the Organiza*on passes; the substan*ve 

document subject to the ques*oning shall automa*cally fail. 

4. Competence of the Organiza*on top discuss a topic cannot be ques*oned by the 

Presidents. 

ArEcle 49: Amendments 

1. Presidents may amend a document that has been introduced. 

2. Amendments to amendments are out of order yet amended parts of a document may 

be further amended. 

3. The procedural and substan*ve amendments are the two kinds of amendments used 

in Organiza*on for African Unity of BOGAZICIMUN 2020. An amendment is 

procedural if it only aims to change the grammar mistakes or typing errors and vo*ng 

on such amendments is considered to be procedural vo*ng and the Presidents are 

not allowed to abstain as in all procedural votes. A substan*ve amendment, on the 

other hand, changes the content of a clause, subtracts, or adds new clauses to the 

document introduced. Vo*ng on such amendments is substan*ve but s*ll Presidents 

are not allowed to abstain. 

4. Amendments can be sent to the Organiza*on Staff electronically or via message 

papers. 

5. Amendments shall clearly state whether they are adding a clause, striking a clause, or 

changing a clause. In the case of adding a new clause, the amendment should specify 

the exact loca*on within the dra6 document such amendment will be added. 

ArEcle 50: Introducing an Amendment 

1. Upon the approval by the Director and signatures of one-eighth of the Presidents, the 

amendment may be brought to the floor through a mo*on to introduce an 

amendment. 
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2. When the mo*on to introduce an amendment is raised, the Director shall read the 

amendment before puYng it on vote. 

3. A mo*on to introduce an amendment requires a simple majority of the votes to pass. 

4. The Directors shall entertain two speakers in favour and two speakers against the 

amendment. If need is obvious, they may use their discre*on to allow more speakers. 

5. A mo*on to close debate is in order a6er the Organiza*on has heard two speakers for 

the amendment and two against or all speakers on one side and at least two on the 

other side. Mo*on to close the debate requires a two-thirds vote. 

6. If no Presidents have given a speech for or against the amendment, since debate has 

not started, the mo*on to close the debate is not required. Debate is assumed to be 

automa*cally closed in any circumstances where it is non-existent. 

7. When the debate is closed on the amendment, the Organiza*on will move to an 

immediate vote.  

8. A6er the vote, debate will con*nue in accordance with the Speakers’ List. Consensus is 

required to pass an amendment. 

L. Rules Governing VoEng Procedures 

ArEcle 43: Procedural VoEng 

1. Procedural vo*ng is in order in all cases except for vo*ng on a dra6 document or 

substan*ve amendment. 

2. Procedural vo*ng does not accommodate abstaining, thus requires all delega*ons to 

cast an affirma*ve vote or a nega*ve vote. In the event that the counted votes are 

less than the number of Presidents present; the Organiza*on Staff shall take the vote 

repe**vely un*l the number is met. 

3. Note passing is automa*cally suspended during Procedural Vo*ng. 

4. Procedural vo*ng procedures will be exercised through raising placards unless the 

Directors choose to ease the process via seconds and objec*ons. The procedure in 

that case shall go as follows: 

▪ For mo*ons that require simple majority to pass; the Directors shall ask for 

first seconds and then objec*ons as “Are there any seconds/objec*ons?”. 

Presidents who are in favour of the mo*on shall say “Second!” while those 

who are against shall say “Objec*on!” accordingly. If there are no seconds 
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raised, the mo*on shall automa*cally fail and if there are no objec*ons 

raised, the mo*on shall automa*cally pass without a vo*ng procedure. 

▪ For mo*ons that require 2/3 majority to pass; the Directors shall ask for first 

seconds “Are there any seconds?” Presidents who are in favour of the mo*on 

shall say “Second!” If there are no seconds raised, the mo*on shall 

automa*cally fail. If there are seconds to the mo*on; the Directors shall then 

move on to objec*ons. In case no objec*ons are raised, the Organiza*on 

Directors shall repeat “Are there any objec*ons?” to a total of three *mes. If 

the consent of the Organiza*on is thus confirmed; the Organiza*on shall 

surpass the procedure envisaged in relevant Ar*cles. 

ArEcle 44: SubstanEve VoEng 

1. The only substan*ve vo*ng is on final documents or substan*ve amendments with 

each President having one vote. 

2. Note passing is automa*cally suspended during Substan*ve Vo*ng. 

3. Each vote may be a ‘yes’, ‘no’ or ‘abstain’ in accordance with Ar*cle 17 unless 

otherwise is provided in these Rules of Parliamentary Procedure. 

4. All ma=ers will be voted upon by placards unless otherwise is provided in these Rules 

of Parliamentary Procedure. 

5. A *e in the number of for and against votes designates a failure for the substan*ve 

document. 

6. Absten*ons shall be added to both for and against votes. 

7. Absten*ons shall not damage consensus. 

8. A6er the Director has announced the beginning of vo*ng, no President shall interrupt 

the vo*ng except on a point of personal privilege or on a point of order in connec*on 

with the conduct of the vo*ng. 

ArEcle 45: Reordering DraX Documents 

1. Because BoğaziçiMUN 2020 only allows one document to be passed on each topic, 

Presidents may propose to reorder the order in which documents are voted on for 

strategic purposes. 

2. A mo*on to reorder dra6 documents requires simple majority to pass and shall be 

debated to the extent of one for and one against speech. 
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ArEcle 46: Roll Call VoEng 

1. Immediately a6er debate is closed on any dra6 document, any President may request 

a roll call vote. 

2. A mo*on for a roll call vote is in order only for dra6 documents and substan*ve 

amendments. 

3. A mo*on for a roll call vote requires simple majority of the votes to pass. 

4. In a roll call vote, the Director will call countries in alphabe*cal order. 

5. In the first sequence, Presidents may vote ‘Yes’, ‘No’, ‘Abstain’, or ‘Pass’. A President 

may request the right to explain his or her vote only when the President is vo*ng 

against the policy of his or her country; such a vote is termed ‘with Rights’. The 

President may only explain an affirma*ve or nega*ve vote, not an absten*on from 

vo*ng. 

6. A President who passes during the first sequence of the roll call must vote (i.e. may 

not abstain or pass) during the second sequence. The same President may not 

request the right to explain his/her vote. 

7. All Presidents who had requested the right of explana*on will be granted *me to 

explain their votes. The speaking *me will be set at the discre*on of the Director, not 

to exceed thirty seconds. The Director can call the President to order, if the substance 

of the speech is not pertaining their vote. 

8. The Director will then announce the outcome of the vote. 

ArEcle 47: Dividing the QuesEon 

1. Immediately a6er debate is closed on the agenda item, any President may request 

the division of the ques*on. 

2. A mo*on for the division of the ques*on is in order only for vo*ng dra6 documents. 

3. A mo*on for the division of the ques*on requires simple majority of the votes to 

pass. 

4. The President raising the mo*on shall indicate how he/she wishes to divide the dra6 

document that is to be voted and group the opera*ve clauses accordingly. 

5. If the mo*on passes the dra6 document shall be voted on segment by segment first, 

which is procedural vo*ng; and then voted as a whole, which is substan*ve vo*ng. 
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ArEcle 48: Dividing the House 

1. Immediately a6er debate is closed on the agenda, any President may request the 

division of the house. 

2. Mo*on for the division of the house requires two-thirds majority of votes in order to 

pass. 

3. A mo*on for the division of the house is in order only for vo*ng dra6 documents. 

4. If the mo*on passes, absten*ons shall not be in order for the vo*ng procedure of the 

dra6 document. 

G. PRECEDENCE 

ArEcle 49: Precedence of Points and MoEons 

1. Points shall always have precedence over mo*ons. 

2. The precedence of points and mo*ons is as follows: 

Point of Personal Privilege 

Point of Order 

Point of Parliamentary Inquiry 

Point of Informa-on 

Mo-on to Adjourn the Mee-ng 

Mo-on to Suspend the Mee-ng 

Mo-on to Close the Debate 

Mo-on to Table (Postpone) the Debate 

Mo-on to Resume the Debate 

Mo-on for Reconsidera-on 

Mo-on to Re-order the DraJ Documents 

Mo-on to Divide the House 

Mo-on to Divide the Ques-on 

Mo-on to Conduct a Roll Call Vo-ng 

Mo-on to Introduce a DraJ Document 

Mo-on to Introduce an Amendment 

Mo-on to Ques-on the Competence 

Mo-on to Extend Previous Caucus 

Mo-on to Unmoderated Caucus 

Mo-on to Moderated Caucus 
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3. Upon the proposal of more than one unmoderated caucus, the longer unmoderated 

caucus mo*on shall put to the vote first. Same rule applies for moderated caucus, if 

the total length of the proposed moderated caucuses is also the same the one with 

the longer individual speaker’s *me shall be put to vote first. 

4. Upon the proposal of more than one method to divide the ques*on, the most 

disrup*ve one shall be put to the vote first 

M.  Annex III: Sample DraX Communiqué  

Brussels Summit DeclaraEon issued by the Heads of State and Government parEcipaEng in 

the meeEng of the North AtlanEc OrganizaEon in Brussels 11-12 July 2018 

North AtlanEc OrganizaEon Representors Final Communiqué  1

1. We, the Heads of State and Government of the 29 member na*ons of the North Atlan*c 

Alliance, have gathered in Brussels at a *me when the security of our na*ons and the 

rules-based interna*onal order are being challenged. NATO will con*nue to strive for 

peace, security, and stability in the whole of the Euro-Atlan*c area. We are united in our 

commitment to the Washington Treaty, the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 

United Na*ons (UN), and the vital transatlan*c bond. We are determined to protect and 

defend our indivisible security, our freedom, and our common values, including 

individual liberty, human rights, democracy, and the rule of law. NATO remains the 

founda*on for strong collec*ve defense and the essen*al transatlan*c forum for security 

consulta*ons and decisions among Allies. The Alliance will con*nue to pursue a 360-

degree approach to security and to fulfil effec*vely all three core tasks as set out in the 

Strategic Concept: collec*ve defense, crisis management, and coopera*ve security. NATO 

is a defensive Alliance. NATO’s greatest responsibility is to protect and defend our 

territory and our popula*ons against a=ack. Any a=ack against one Ally will be regarded 

as an a=ack against us all, as set out in Ar*cle 5 of the Washington Treaty. We will 

con*nue to stand together and act together, on the basis of solidarity, shared purpose, 

and fair burden-sharing. 

[Beginning of the Communique should be in the similar format with the one above.] 

 NATO. (2019). Brussels Summit Declara-on issued by the Heads of State and Government par-cipa-ng in the 1

mee-ng of the North Atlan-c Organiza-on in Brussels, 11-12 July 2018. [online] Available at: h=ps://
www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_156624.htm [Accessed 5 Jun. 2019].
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[Following clauses do not have strict rule or format however; formal language and clarity 

should not be ignored. You can find an example of clauses from an economic mee*ng.] 

2. We face a dangerous, unpredictable, and fluid security environment, with enduring 

challenges and threats from all strategic direc*ons; from state and non-state actors; from 

military forces; and from terrorist, cyber, and hybrid a=acks. Russia’s aggressive ac*ons, 

including the threat and use of force to a=ain poli*cal goals, challenge the Alliance and 

are undermining Euro-Atlan*c security and the rules-based interna*onal order. Instability 

and con*nuing crises across the Middle East and North Africa are fueling terrorism. They 

also contribute to irregular migra*on and human trafficking. The ongoing crisis in Syria 

has a direct effect on the stability of the region and the security of the Alliance as a 

whole. We face hybrid challenges, including disinforma*on campaigns and malicious 

cyber ac*vi*es. The prolifera*on of weapons of mass destruc*on and advanced missile 

technology also con*nues to threaten the security of our na*ons. In light of all this, our 

unity and solidarity are stronger than ever; we will take all necessary steps to ensure our 

collec*ve defense. 

3. NATO is an alliance that constantly modernizes and adapts to new threats and challenges. 

Today, we have taken important decisions to further adapt NATO to the more challenging 

security environment. We have agreed a new, strengthened NATO Command Structure 

that meets the requirements of today and tomorrow. As part of our ongoing ins*tu*onal 

adapta*on, we have also agreed a new model to deliver shared NATO capabili*es faster. 

We also con*nue to improve our strategic communica*ons. We are pleased to meet in 

NATO’s new headquarters building and are grateful for the hospitality extended to us by 

Belgium. We look forward to the Secretary General’s Func*onal Review of the 

Headquarters to ensure it has the structures, exper*se, effec*veness, and efficiency to 

be even more responsive and adaptable to changing circumstances. All the decisions we 

have taken today demonstrate our unity, solidarity, and strength. We have decided to 

meet again next year to review progress and to mark the 70th anniversary of our 

enduring Alliance.
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