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Le#er from the Secretary-General 

Honorable par+cipants, 

I, as the Secretary-General, have the immense pleasure of welcoming you to the second 

edi+on of Boğaziçi University Model United Na+ons Conference. I am very thrilled and 

excited to be the Secretary-General of the conference I have always dreamt of. The story of 

this conference started in a bench of Boğaziçi University two years ago, and from that day on, 

BoğaziçiMUN Legacy has grown more and more with the precious contribu+ons of all 

members of BoğaziçiMUN Family. 

This year, as the Academic Team of BoğaziçiMUN 2020, we firmly plan to execute a unique 

academic event that is unprecedented in the history of MUN in Turkey. For this purpose, we 

have created eight breathtaking commiQees. I can promise that none of our commiQees are 

born out of necessity, but all of them are made with great passion. Our main objec+ve in 

designing our commiQees is "realism." We are determined to provide you the most realis+c 

simula+on of the specific organs of the United Na+ons, other interna+onal organiza+ons, 

and historical events. I have my endless faith in all Academic Team members that they will 

most successfully execute our vision in the BoğaziçiMUN 2020. I would also like to thank the 

Deputy Secretary-General, Mr. Binici, for con+nually helping me in the making of this 

conference. 

This commiQee, JCC, is brought to you by two exquisite gentlemen who are, in my opinion, 

experts on historical crisis commiQees. I believe that with their extensive academic 

knowledge and innova+ve ideas, they will provide you with an excellent experience full of 

crises and poli+cal tension. Therefore  I am grateful to the dis+nguished USGs of JCC: 1960 

U.S. Presiden+al Elec+ons, Mr. Alptekin and Mr. Şeheri for planning this wonderful 

commiQee and for making this Conference a beQer one.   

With sincere apprecia+on, 

Egemen Büyükkaya 

Secretary-General of BoğaziçiMUN 2020 

!  2



Table of Contents 

I) History of Democra<c Party 

II) History of Republican Party 

III) Brief History of 1960 Elec<ons 

A. Democra<c Nomina<on 

B. Republican Nomina<on 

C. Kennedy’s General Elec<on Campaign 

D. Nixon’s General Elec<on Campaign 

E. Debates 

IV. Review of the US Presiden<al Elec<on System 

V. Bibliography 

!  3



I) History of Democra<c Party 

Democra+c Party is one of the two major poli+cal par+es of the United States, the other one 

being the Republican Party. Democra+c Party has some roots going behind its date of 

founda+on, January 8, 1828. It was originally a fac+on of the Democra+c-Republican Party, 

which was founded by founding fathers Thomas Jefferson and James Madison's opposi+on to 

centralizing policies. Democra+c-Republican Party’s presiden+al candidate Thomas Jefferson 

took office afer defea+ng Federalist Party’s candidate, President John Adams. During the 

1820s, the party went through tough +mes, having disagreements within its fac+ons, which 

are had some visible differences for a while, but these differences never been thought as a 

cause of separa+on of the party. 

Nevertheless, the party was eventually dissolved, and as a result, the Democra+c Party was 

founded by the ones who chose to adopt Jeffersonian Democracy and follow Jefferson’s 

ideologies. Shortly afer people gathered around Andrew Jackson to form a new na+onal 

poli+cal party, the Democra+c Party had founded, and they decided to run for the presidency 

with Andrew Jackson. Andrew Jackson was elected the President of the United States; thus, 

the Democra+c Party’s era in the United States poli+cs has started.  

Throughout the 19th century, the Democra+c Party retained its stance on slavery by 

implemen+ng its internal policies on a pro-slavery basis. This determina+on created many 

disagreements within the party, but in 1860  as the debates on slavery were hea+ng 

Democrats separated into Northern and Southern Democrats, both of them coming up with 

different presiden+al candidates who split Democra+c Party’s votes helped the newly formed 

Republican Party’s candidate Abraham Lincoln to be elected. Abraham Lincoln later abolished 

slavery and lead the country throughout the civil war against secessionist south states. This 

civil war created antagonism among the Northern Republicans, which divided the party 

more. Soon afer the Civil War, the Democra+c party came together and generally focused on 

economic problems for several decades. Afer the presidency of Woodrow, Wilson's party 

was weakened because of dealing with some issues inside the party. In 1929, the Great 

Depression broke out during the presidency of Republican Herbert Hoover. Then in the next 

elec+ons, Democrat Franklin D. Roosevelt won with his promise to implement new economic 

policies. Afer he took office, he came up with a welfare plan called New Deal, establishing 

new economic policies. New Deal included regula+on of the business by the federal 

government, promo+on of labor unions, launching public-work projects(mostly works on 
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infrastructure), and aid to unemployed ci+zens. This brand new economic stance of 

Roosevelt influenced the economic plan of his party in the upcoming decades. 

Afer the bloodiest war in the history of humanity, the United States of America was on the 

victorious side, along with the United Kingdom, France, and the Soviet Union. Though the 

United States was not eager to join the war at first, afer the Pearl Harbor aQack, it officially 

joined the war. Cold War emerged from the United States’ concerns about Soviet expansion 

in Eastern Europe and Soviet concerns about the interven+onist foreign policy of the United 

States. These apprehensions of both sides, as well as their contradic+ng ideologies, resulted 

in mutual distrust between formal allies, which happened to cause a long term conten+on 

between the two most powerful countries in the world at the +me. Afer World War 2, 

communism was growing in popularity around the world but especially in Eastern European 

states such as Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia. A civil war broke out in Greece between 

monarchists and communists, and in Korea, a group of na+onalists influenced by 

communism proclaimed the Korean People’s Republic. The Polish government was making its 

first steps to transi+on into a communist government. Considering the status quo President 

Harry Truman and General George Marshall came up with plans(Truman Doctrine, Marshall 

Plan) that shaped the United States’ foreign policy during the cold war. These plans were the 

full transi+on to interna+onalism and geopoli+cal expansion in foreign policy, unlike the 

isola+on policies implemented during the last decade. This expansion was not planned to be 

militarily at first, it was meant to be just economic and financial aid to countries like Greece, 

Turkey, and other countries that were under the risk of falling to communism. 

Nonetheless, as the cold war heated, a military organiza+on was founded, and later on, 

American troops, along with equipment, were deployed to several conflict areas all around 

the world. From the start of Truman’s presidency to his second term, there was no other 

conflict between two major par+es than the Republican Party’s claims about Truman being 

not firm enough in rela+on to Soviet Russia. Republicans repeatedly cri+cized his non-

aggressive and conciliatory amtude towards the Soviet Union. Before 1948 Elec+ons 

Democra+c Party’s candidate Truman changed his strategy in foreign policy in order to avoid 

cri+cism at the elec+on +me. His plan was depending on being tougher against the Kremlin 

to create tension between the countries based on the assump+on of the American na+on 

increasing their support to their presidents in rough +mes. This plan could be summed up 

like: "The worse maQers get … the more is there a sense of crisis. In +mes of crisis, the 
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American ci+zen tends to back up his president." . Surprisingly, Truman won the elec+ons to 1

start his second term in the oval office. In his second term, he proceeded with his rela+vely 

more aggressive elec+on +me policies in rela+on to the Soviet Union. Since concerns were 

raised about the effects of communism in Europe and the Truman Doctrine was not able to 

protect European na+ons from Soviet influence all by itself, the establishment of a collec+ve 

security and military alliance organiza+on came into the agenda. Eventually, the North 

Atlan+c Treaty Organiza+on was found in 1949 by the United States along with its Western 

Bloc allies. Afer the crea+on of such an organiza+on, the separa+on of the East and the 

West became clearer. 

In 1950, as the Korean War broke out, he had decided to intervene, which gained bipar+san 

support quickly. However, the war not coming to an end at the +me the U.S army was 

expec+ng caused the ques+oning of the president's interven+on policy. By 1951, armis+ce 

talks were on the table, and the Truman administra+on was willing to agree on the terms of 

the deal at hand. A truce was established along the Thirty-Eighth Parallel. Democrats thought 

this armis+ce as a step towards victory. 

On the other hand, Republicans were not pleased with the deal claiming that it would only 

gain +me for communists in the north to reconstruct their army to aQack again. They blamed 

the incumbent president for seQling in the wrong amtude. During these +mes, both par+es 

were aware of approaching presiden+al elec+ons, and the main topic of discussion was 

foreign policy. The candidate of GOP, Dwight D. Eisenhower, cri+cized Truman’s Korea policy, 

asserted that it was foolish to agree on a truce with such terms. Considering their harsh 

cri+cisms to incumbent administra+on, it was natural for Republicans to gain massive 

support from the public. As a result of this support, Eisenhower took office in 1953. He was 

one of the essen+al figures who shaped the course of the Cold War with his ‘New Look’ plan 

emphasizing the importance of nuclear weaponry in their conten+on with the Soviet Union. 

He supported the idea of taking advantage of nuclear weapons in order to in+midate 

enemies. Eisenhower con+nued the implementa+on of the basic policies adopted by former 

President Truman. For example, he shared the idea of containment of Soviet expansion in 

Europe. Although cri+cized by both Democrats and some opposing members from his party, 

Eisenhower insisted on expanding the Cold War into larger areas such as the Middle East and 

 "The early cold war - Party Poli+cs - Encyclopedia of American ...." hQps://1

www.americanforeignrela+ons.com/O-W/Party-Poli+cs-The-early-cold-war.html.
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Asia. He provided financial help to Middle Eastern countries in order to expand his control 

over those countries, which might affect Russian influence. At some point, his foreign policies 

were not that different from the former administra+on. He was just tougher, and his policies 

were applicable to countries all around the world, not just Europe. 

He was a moderate Republican, so in domes+c policies, he expanded the ‘New Deal’ created 

by a democra+c president Roosevelt. He created the freest public work projects, one of the 

most cri+cal projects in his era was the Federal-Aid Highway Act. He also supported the 

growth of the federal government. During his presidency economy was growing, and 

manufacturing was a key in the economy. Because of his success in economic policies, the 

1950s are known as an era of prosperity. Democra+c Party also appreciated his contribu+ons 

to the economy; however, he is just a limited supporter of the Civil Rights Movement created 

his internal issues. 

Civil Rights Movement was one of the most cri+cal internal issues of the United States during 

the 1950 and 60s. Although a few bills were passed during his presidency, the problem was 

not solved and was growing in popularity with incidents mistreatment to ci+zens were 

coming into the agenda of the public. The issue was the main domes+c problem of the 

decade, also known as the Second Reconstruc+on Era. Democrats were rela+vely near with 

the African-American people of the society and which is why the Democra+c Party is ofen 

associated with the Act itself; however, Republicans were also contributors to the 

movement. President Dwight D. Eisenhower, mostly cau+ous and incremental in his 

approach, followed FDR’s paQern.  Civil Rights Movement was not a short term movement. It 2

was the seeking of equality in the society by the African-American popula+on of the United 

States going on for nearly a century. Their demand was equal rights and an end to 

segrega+on in society. Eisenhower was well aware of the situa+on, so he appointed liberal 

officials to the Supreme Court and office of the AQorney General. However, his efforts were 

not significant enough to resolve the segrega+on. As a reac+on to their role in society, many 

protests were organized by African-American ci+zens who created their heroes and figures 

such as ClaudeQe Colvin, Rosa Parks, and Mar+n Luther King Jr. In 1957, a Civil Rights Act was 

signed by the president, but eventually, it was not the resolu+on that American society 

sought for. 

 "The Civil Rights Movement And The Second Reconstruc+on ...." hQps://history.house.gov/Exhibi+ons-and-2

Publica+ons/BAIC/Historical-Essays/Keeping-the-Faith/Civil-Rights-Movement/.
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As soon as Eisenhower inaugurated as the president of the United States, he started his 

works to put an end to the Korean War. Afer six months, in July 1953, he did, and as a result, 

Korea was divided into two parts. In the north Democra+c People’S Republic of Korea backed 

by China and the Republic of Korea backed by the United States. Nego+a+ng Talks were 

already started when Eisenhower took office, but prisoners of war were making the situa+on 

a deadlock. At first, both sides denied to free prisoners of war, but Eisenhower’s 

determina+on to end the war was intense. He threatened both China and South Korea, he 

claimed that he would use nuclear weapons if China does not agree on the terms, along with 

that he stated to government officials of South Korea that if they did not agree on the United 

States’ terms, he would deploy back all US troops from Korea. Thus, he forced both par+es 

into finishing the war and to an armis+ce. Unlike the Truman of the Democra+c Party, 

Eisenhower solved the issue directly in the table; his stance on the issue was a total contrast 

with the Democra+c Party’s stance. 

Eisenhower was a supporter of the containment policy of Truman; however, he explicitly 

made it shown that he was not just suppor+ng containment in Europe but all around the 

world, including Asia. As the Second World War ended, Viet Minh, a communist group in 

Vietnam, proclaimed their independence from France. The region including Laos, Cambodia, 

and Vietnam is known as French Indochina, was under French control, but France was 

struggling to combat these local organiza+ons and requested help from the United States. 

For 10-year span, United States provided financial support to France, but as they had not 

fought successfully against Viet Minh causing the independence of Laos and Cambodia, 

Eisenhower wanted to intervene in Vietnam by introducing his Domino Theory which is 

based on the assump+on that if Vietnam falls to communism eventually, other Asian 

countries would too. Even though his desire to intervene, Democrats, along with some 

Republicans, did not agree with him and stated that military interven+on should not be 

started in Vietnam; thus, his plan did not pass the Congress. However, afer the forma+on of 

the South and North Vietnam Eisenhower deployed US troops to Vietnam and it marked 

beginning of a long and painful road for the United States in Vietnam. 

His fierce amtude towards communist countries was perceived as a demonstra+on of power 

by most. He never felt a hesita+on to threaten any country with using nuclear weapons 

against them, which is a commonly known foreign strategy of him. He interfered with the 

dispute between the People’s Republic of China and the Republic of China, as PR China 
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started to invade liQle islands controlled by the ROC. Triggered from this move and 

concerned with a possible invasion of Taiwan(the main island of ROC), he in+midated PR 

China with his nuclear weaponry. Thus, the crisis was solved; nevertheless, to prevent further 

crises, the United States and the Republic of China signed a mutual defense treaty agreeing 

upon in a possible aQack to country other countries would offer its financial and military 

help. Eisenhower was eager to intervene in rela+ons of PR China and ROC at any moment 

based on the defense agreement.  A second crisis occurred afer a few years, and it also 

ended the same way the first one did, but this +me Eisenhower was ready and eager to 

intervene. Such eagerness of him was not approved by the Democrats who wanted to stay 

away from the rela+ons of these countries. His policies upon China and Taiwan were widely 

unpopular among Democrats. 

Launching of the USSR’s Sputnik 1 and 2 officially started the space race between the two 

superpowers of the world. NASA was formed in order to improve space technologies and 

programs of the United States in its new way of compe++on with its rivals. 

As a general view to Eisenhower’s presidency, he was more of moderate Republican, so his 

policies were not contradic+ng with Democra+c Party’s that ofen, yet from the democra+c 

point of view, he pushed things too far in foreign poli+cs such as him being eager to 

intervene into countries frequently. He is not as liberal as a Democrat was another major 

conflict between him and Democrats. 

II) History of Republican Party 

The Republican Party or the Grand Old Party (GOP), one of the two major par+es in the 

United States of America, was established in 1854. The party was established with the aim of 

taking an opposite stance against the expansion of slavery in the first place. First Republican 

President was Abraham Lincoln, who was elected in 1960 to the presidency. During his term, 

he accomplished his aim of abolishing slavery afer leading the country into a bloody civil 

war. The party may be associated with social conserva+sm, free-market capitalism, lower 

taxes, and gun rights.  

In the 1930’s the party had an isola+onist stance, opposing the interven+on in World War II, 

un+l the Pearl Harbour aQack in 1941. By 1945, the interna+onalists became more dominant 

in the Republican Party, and the party has generally advocated for a militarist foreign policy, 

shifing its prior stance. As the United States of America was fully engaged in the Cold War 
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between its Western allies and the Eastern Bloc under the leadership of the Soviet Union 

afer World War II, both major par+es came forward with their foreign policies. During the 

presidency of Democra+c Harry S. Truman, the government became fully involved in the 

ideological race between communism and capitalism and announced the Truman Doctrine, 

which pledged support to countries who were under the risk of falling to communism. This 

Doctrine managed to get the support of a Republican-led Congress and led to the forma+on 

of NATO, a military alliance, in 1949. The Republican President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s 

foreign policies represented no radical change in US policy as he promised military or 

financial aid to Middle Eastern countries needing help in resis+ng communist aggression in 

Eisenhower Doctrine, although he was not in favor of Truman administra+on’s Korea policy. 

Eisenhower’s administra+on developed a policy named “New Look,” which focused on the 

use of nuclear weapons as the means of responding to any provoca+ons by the Soviet Union. 

The Republican Government intended to decrease the expenditures for the army and navy 

and to deter all kinds of aggression by the Soviets without maintaining large conven+onal 

military forces. This strategy of massive retalia+on, let the US build a stockpile of nuclear 

weapons, although it was disliked by the Democrats and by a respectable percent of the 

public.  

Afer they got defeated by the communist Viet Minh forces in First Indochina War despite 

the US support, French lef Indochina in 1954, leading the independence of Cambodia and 

communist Laos and the establishment of two separate governments in Vietnam. The 

Eisenhower administra+on, fearing that the communism would spread like dominoes and if 

Vietnam were to fall too it would threaten India, Japan and other na+ons in Southeast Asia, 

became largely involved in the Second Indochina War, mostly known as the Vietnam War, 

which was mainly a civil war fought between its ally South and communist North. Although 

President Eisenhower was reluctant to put US troops on the ground, American military 

advisors were sent to the area to train the South Vietnamese military alongside with military 

equipment and financial aid. US involvement in the war grew con+nuously with +me and 

divided the public opinion into two un+l its complete withdrawal of troops in 1973. 

 Another conflict which Eisenhower government got involved in was the one between the 

People’s Republic of China and the Republic of China, also known as Taiwan. Both claimed 

their legi+mate authority over the island of Taiwan, Quemoy and Matsu islands, and Penghu 

archipelago off the coast of mainland China. The United States refused to officially recognize 
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the communist People’s Republic of China as a state un+l 1978. Instead, Congress ra+fied a 

defense pact between the United States and the Republic of China, including the provision 

that if one country came under aQack, the other would provide military support. However, it 

only applied to the island of Taiwan and the Penghu archipelago, leaving Quemoy and Matsu 

outside its scope. However, during the Second Taiwan Strait Crisis of 1958, Republicans were 

intended to aid the ROC, while Democrats are reluctant to intervene without a direct aQack 

against the island of Taiwan, alternately known as Formosa. In one of his speeches during his 

campaign period, Kennedy was quoted calling “trigger-happy” to Republicans for this policy 

they con+nuously choose to follow. 

The Civil Rights Movement that lasted for two decades from the 1950’s to ’60s was an 

African American led movement against the ongoing racial segrega+on within the United 

States. During Radical Reconstruc+on, which began in 1867, newly emancipated blacks 

gained a voice in government for the first +me in American history, winning elec+on to 

southern state legislatures and even to the U.S. Congress. In less than a decade, however, 

reac+onary forces, including the Ku Klux Klan, would reverse the changes that came with the 

Radical Reconstruc+on in a violent backlash that restored white supremacy in the South.  3

The Civil Rights Movement that lasted for two decades from the 1950s to ’60s was a 

response to these and is characterized as an African American led movement against the 

ongoing racial segrega+on within the United States. It had its leaders such as Rosa Parks and 

Mar+n Luther King Jr, who won a Nobel Prize in 1964 for figh+ng against racial discrimina+on 

through nonviolent resistance. Republicans and Democrats had a wide range of beliefs within 

their par+es during the civil rights movement. Moderate and liberal Republicans, as well as 

moderate and liberal Democrats, supported the civil rights movement. Much to the same 

effect, conserva+ve Democrats and conserva+ve Republicans alike opposed the civil rights 

movement.  4

 In 1957, the launch of Sputnik 1 by the Soviet Union, the first ar+ficial Earth satellite, caused 

a small crisis within the United States and ini+ated the space race between the two 

 “Reconstruc+on - Civil War End, Changes & Act of 1867...” 3

hQps://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/reconstruc+on
 “Republican Views on Civil Rights | Republican Views…” 4

hQps://www.republicanviews.org/republican-views-on-civil-rights/ 
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superpowers. Later on, President Eisenhower authorized the establishment of NASA in 1958 

in order to keep pace with the Soviets’ spaceflight technology. 

III) Brief History of 1960 Elec<ons 

The 44th quadrennial presiden+al elec+on in American History took place on November 8, 

1960. In the elec+ons, the Democra+c candidate John F. Kennedy defeated the Republican 

candidate Richard Nixon with a slight difference in popular vote while receiving 303 of 537 

votes. Nixon was the incumbent vice president of President Eisenhower for two terms during 

his campaign. Kennedy was a Senator from MassachuseQs, and afer his victory he became 

the youngest elected president of US history and the first Roman Catholic one. This was the 

only elec+on where both running candidates were under fify years of age. 

A. Democra<c Nomina<on 

Afer a series of primaries and a campaign run by the Kennedy family, on July 14, John F. 

Kennedy was elected as the presiden+al candidate of the Democra+c Party. His campaign 

was well organized, and a serious amount of +me and money was invested in his campaign 

by him and his family. His performances during the primaries were impressive; however, at 

first, his party was not convinced that he would be able to get votes in non-Catholic states. 

Nevertheless, he was one of the two frontrunners aQending the primaries, his rival Hubert 

Humphrey’s campaign was insufficient for a big entrance to Na+onal Conven+on compared 

to a well-financed and organized campaign of John F. Kennedy. Kennedy took advantage of 

the image of his family and used his siblings to gain sympathy from the public. As seen by the 

primary results, his strategy was working perfectly for him. Humphrey once complained 

about his campaign, sta+ng that he "felt like an independent merchant running against a 

chain store." . Afer Kennedy’s huge victory in West Virginia, a strong Protestant state, his 5

opponent Humphrey lef the race for the presiden+al nomina+on, and concerns about 

Kennedy’s ability to collect votes from non-Catholic states were proven to be unnecessary.  

In the Democra+c Na+onal Conven+on, Kennedy went against Lyndon B. Johnson, who 

eventually became his running mate. Johnson was the Senate Majority Leader at the +me 

and had an influen+al support from the party seniors, yet it was not enough for him to 

secure the nomina+on. Although cri+cized by most of the elderly members of the party, such 

 "Eyewitness to History: Scrappy youth won place in American ....". hQps://thecoastalstar.com/profiles/blogs/5

eyewitness-to-history-scrappy-youth-won-place-in-american-camelot.
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as former president Truman on being inexperienced and so youthful, Kennedy had more 

than half of the votes to be the presiden+al candidate of the Democra+c Party. The day afer 

he secured his nomina+on, he announced his choice of running mate. He came up with an 

unexpected name, announcing Lyndon B. Johnson as vice-presiden+al candidate. Then on 

July 15, Kennedy officially launched his presiden+al campaign, as the Conven+on came to an 

end. 

B. Republican Nomina<on 

Afer the ra+fica+on of the 22nd Amendment in 1951, Eisenhower was not allowed to run 

for a third term. So the incumbent vice president Richard Nixon sought the presidency. 

During the presiden+al primary process of the Republican Party, there were not any strong 

opposi+on against him. The only serious challenge was the Governor of New York, Nelson 

Rockefeller, who was seen as the leader of the moderate wing of the Republican Party. 

However, Rockefeller withdrew from nomina+on during primaries afer it was understood 

that most of the Republicans favored Nixon. There were other contestants for the 

nomina+on, such as Governor Cecil H. Underwood of West Virginia, State Senator James M. 

Lloyd of South Dakota, and former Senator George H. Bender from Ohio. However, they 

decided to withdraw during primaries as well. With no significant opposi+on lef, Nixon 

swept the primaries and won the Republican nomina+on in the 1960 Republican Na+onal 

Conven+on held from July 25 to July 28 in Chicago, Illinois. He later chose Henry Cabot Lodge 

Jr, former Senator from MassachuseQs, as his running mate. Nixon sought Lodge as his 

running mate due to his immense experience in foreign policy, as he was the principal US 

ambassador to the United Na+ons at the +me, and Nixon felt that Lodge was fit into his 

strategy of campaigning more on foreign policy instead of domes+c policy, in general 

elec+ons. 

C. Kennedy’s General Elec<on Campaign 

Kennedy believed that the na+on has fallen behind Soviets during the Eisenhower 

administra+on; in terms of economy, military, and space technology. He accused Nixon of 

this and tried to undermine his claims of being more experienced than him. Kennedy’s 

biggest struggle in his campaign was that the public prejudice of his Roman Catholic faith. 

This issue became so controversial that Kennedy came to the point that he made a speech 

sta+ng his will and belief in a secular America with no religion superior to others or a 
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government affected by religious affairs. Kennedy pledged that during his term, the 

importance of space race between the US and the Soviets would be acknowledged and be 

seen as a priority, unlike during Eisenhower’s in order to maintain the interna+onal pres+ge 

of the US. Kennedy discussed a six-point plan for healthcare as well in which he wanted a 

medical program set up for re+rement and federal funding for the construc+on of medical 

schools and hospitals. 

He also planned for the government to loan students money to aQend medical school and 

provide grants to renovate old hospitals. He called for more money to be spent on medical 

research and, finally, expend effort for rehabilita+on and come up with new ways to assist 

those in need. Many Republicans disapproved of Kennedy's plans and described them as an 

"appeal to socialism."  Kennedy took the support of the African-American community as he 6

helped the release of Mar+n Luther King Jr. from jail who was a civil-rights leader and was 

arrested during a sit-in in Georgia. Although Nixon asked for Eisenhower to pardon King, he 

refused, and Nixon did not take any further ac+ons. 

Nevertheless, Kennedy placed calls to local poli+cal authori+es and took care of the issue, 

even called King’s family and gained their sympathy as well. Kennedy hoped to pull together 

key elements of the Roosevelt coali+on of the 1930s; urban minori+es, ethnic vo+ng blocs, 

and organized labor. He also hoped to win back conserva+ve Catholics who had deserted the 

Democrats to vote for Eisenhower in 1952 and 1956, and to hold his own in the South.  His 7

running mate Lyndon B. Johnson had a huge effect on Kennedy’s campaign. He ran a vigorous 

campaign in several states helping the Democrats to carry several Southern states including 

his home state of Texas. As the elec+on day approached, momentum seemed to be running 

toward the Kennedy–Johnson +cket. 

D. Nixon’s General Elec<on Campaign 

During his campaign process, Nixon focused on foreign policy and argued that Kennedy had 

no experience in foreign policy and could not be trusted with the presidency as the country 

was fully engaged in the Cold War at the +me. Nixon emphasized that he would carry on the 

basic policies of the Eisenhower administra+on, but he also indicated that he would improve 
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upon them in such areas as welfare programs, foreign aid, and defense.  Nixon has pledged 8

to visit all 50 states during his campaign, which has backfired as he had to cease campaigning 

for two weeks due to a knee injury occurred on the campaign route. He refused to abandon 

his pledge, and he illogically spent his valuable +me campaigning in states he had no chance 

of winning or states with less electoral votes while Kennedy campaigned more in populous 

and swing states such as Michigan, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. Eisenhower was 

surprisingly not ac+ve in Nixon’s campaign un+l the last week before the elec+on. He was 

once asked of an example of a significant idea Nixon had that he minded, and he blundered 

by responding, "If you give me a week, I might think of one." This quote hurt Nixon’s 

campaign even though later they both claimed that it was an unthought joke. Democrats 

used it to their advantage by showing Nixon as an inexperienced and ineffec+ve candidate, 

and they turned this quote into a TV commercial. Nixon’s running mate Lodge was ineffec+ve 

during the campaign process, unlike his opponent Johnson who campaigned vigorously for 

Kennedy. He even pledged to name an African-American person to Nixon’s cabinet without 

the permission or knowledge of Nixon, and this backfired as the African 

American community has seen this as a clumsy move to get their votes. During the last week 

before the elec+on, Eisenhower campaigned vigorously for Nixon, and they appeared 

together in New York. This helped Nixon take advantage of Eisenhower’s high approval rate 

and take credit for his economic achievements. Nixon also accused Kennedy of bowing down 

to communist aggression as Kennedy has stated that Quemoy and Matsu were outside the 

scope of the defense pact between US and ROC. Nixon cri+cized him for volunteering to 

leave the islands to communist forces without any resistance. With the help of these recent 

events, the polls indicated a virtual +e. 

E. Debates 

There were four presiden+al debates held during the 1960 campaign between the two 

candidates. They were the first presiden+al debates ever to be televised and was seen as the 

turning point of the elec+on. During the first debate, Nixon appeared exhausted and 

uncomfortable as he was s+ll recovering from his recent knee injury and was +red of 

campaigning un+l just a few hours before the debate. Meanwhile, Kennedy was prepared for 

the debate, looked rested, relaxed, and confident, which turned the outcome of the debate 
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to his favor as most agree. Nixon’s poor appearance on TV culminated in the issues of 

experience and maturity to be faded away from the campaign almost overnight. In the three 

subsequent debates, Nixon seemed much more relaxed and potent. However, the debates 

were watched by 20 million fewer Americans, having a lesser effect on the public than the 

first one. 

IV. Review of the US Presiden<al Elec<on System 

The founding fathers of the United States created a system in which the American people 

had the power and responsibility to select their leader. Ar+cle II, Sec+on 1 of the U.S. 

Cons+tu+on establishes the Execu+ve Branch of the U.S. government. Taking place every 9

four years, presiden+al campaigns and elec+ons have evolved into a series of fiercely fought, 

and some+mes controversial, contests.  10

Unlike elec+ons hold in many other countries in the United States president is not 

determined by the popular vote. In the United States, there is a system that the president 

should get electoral votes in order to take office. Electoral votes are in total equal to the total 

number of Senators and Representa+ves, so in 1960 there is a total of 537 electoral votes. 

These votes are distributed to the states in accordance with their popula+on. As the public 

votes affect the popular vote, the decision of the electors affects the electoral votes. This is a 

system known as the Electoral College, which is defined by the US Cons+tu+on as the formal 

body which elects the President and Vice President of the United States. Each state has as 

many "electors" in the Electoral College as it has Representa+ves and Senators in the United 

States Congress, and the District of Columbia has three electors. When voters go to the polls 

in a Presiden+al elec+on, they are vo+ng for the slate of electors vowing to cast their ballots 

for that +cket in the Electoral College.  By 1960, many states’ electors were not deciding to 11

cast their votes to a candidate. All electors were automa+cally cas+ng their votes to the 

candidate who has the advantage in a popular vote within their state. However, there were 

excep+ons to that system, such as the state of Alabama, Mississippi, and Oklahoma. In these 

states, electoral votes were split into the 1960 elec+ons. 
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